
 
 

AGENDA 

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE PARK 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

December 13, 2021 7:00 pm 

SPECIAL NOTICE: Due to the Wayne County Public Health Order and to continue to 

decrease the spread of COVID-19, this meeting will be held electronically. See 

instructions below for how to join the meeting and guidelines for meeting conduct. All 

City Council meeting materials are included as part of this meeting notice. 

I. Call to Order         

II. Roll Call         

III. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 

IV. Approval of Consent Agenda 

I. Approval of November 8th Meeting Minutes 

II. Finance Report 

V. Public Comment (Agenda Items) 
VI. Managers’ Report/Public Safety 

VII. Committee and Commission Reports 
VIII. Unfinished Business 

I. OHM Sewer Update 
II. Council Comment 

IX. New Business 
I. Council Member Fluitt Resignation 
II. Mayor/Council Resolutions 

III. Candidate Interviews 
IV. Selection of Finalist Candidates 
V. Consideration of Appointment to Council 

VI. Committee/Board Appointments & Reappointments 
VII. City Council January Meeting Date 

VIII. DPW/Storm Sewer Project 
IX. Council Comment 

X. Public Comment (Non-Agenda Items) 

XI. Adjournment 

ZOOM MEETING AND TELECONFERENCE INFORMATION 

Join Zoom Meeting 
Zoom.us 
 
Meeting ID: 843 3262 0224 
Passcode: 324571 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 



 
 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
Meeting ID: 843 3262 0224 
Passcode: 324571 

Michigan Relay is a communications system that allows hearing persons and deaf, hard 
of hearing, or speech-impaired persons to communicate by telephone. Users may reach 
Michigan Relay by dialing 7-1-1 and then connection with Zoom conference number 
above. There is no additional charge to use this service.  

How to Submit Public Comment 

There will be two options for how to submit a public comment for this meeting: attending 
the Zoom meeting or written comment. There will be one public comment at the end of 
the meeting.  Spoken comments will be limited to three minutes. Written comments will 
be limited to 250 words.  

Members of the public wishing to make a comment via Zoom will need to either join the 
meeting through the app on their computer/tablet/mobile phone and/or dial in to the 
phone number listed on the public notice. All spoken comments through the Zoom app 
or the phone will be limited to three minutes. The provided meeting guidelines outline 
the process for teleconferencing comments that will be followed during the meeting.   

Written comments can be submitted directly to clerk@grossepointepark.org. Written 
submissions need to be 250 words or less and be submitted by 5:00pm on Sunday, 
November 12, 2021.    

Guidelines for Public Participants 

1. All virtual meetings will be conducted via Zoom with a dial-in option. If you join 

the meeting utilizing the Zoom app on your computer/tablet/phone, you will be 

able to listen, see the City Council members, and make a public comment if you 

desire to do so.  We are not allowing the public to utilize a webcam during 

the meeting. If you join the meeting with your webcam on, it will be disabled by 

the host.  

2. All meeting materials and meeting information is available on the City website at 

www.grossepointepark.org 

3. The meeting will start promptly at the time listed on the meeting notice. Public 

participants will be permitted to join the meeting five minutes before the 

meeting is scheduled to start.  

4. When you are ready to join the meeting, please make sure your line is muted to 

decrease background noise. Public participant lines have to remain muted until 

the public comment portion of the meeting. Also make sure your webcam is 

disabled before you join. If you join the meeting with your webcam on, it will be 

disabled by the host.  

mailto:clerk@grossepointepark.org


 
 

5. If you decide you want to make a public comment, please utilize the raise hand 

function in the Zoom app or on the phone during the agenda item before the 

appropriate public comment period. To raise your hand on the phone, press 

*9. Staff will add you to the public comment queue list for the next public 

comment period. Please note that all public participants are only allowed 

one three-minute public comment per public comment period.  

6. When the public comment period begins, the Mayor will call on a Staff 

member to read any public comments that were submitted via written statement. 

When those are completed, the Mayor will call for any spoken public comment. A 

staff member will call on public participants by either the last four digits of your 

phone number or your participant name listed in the Zoom app. Public 

participants will be called in the order they were added to the queue list. Public 

participants who do not respond within ten seconds of their phone number or 

screen name being called will be skipped and the next person in line will be 

called on. This method will continue until all public participants have had the 

opportunity to comment. All public comments shall not exceed three minutes 

and a timer will be displayed on the screen. 

7. Once the public comment period is done, the Mayor will continue with the next 

agenda item.  

 

 

Hosts will have the ability to and will remove participants from the meeting 

if they breach the peace in such a way that disrupts or interferes with the 

meeting. 

 





















City of Grosse Pointe Park 
A RESOLUTION HONORING 

ROBERT W. DENNER 
 

WHEREAS, Robert W. Denner served on the City Council from February 2003-2015, and served as Mayor from 2015-2021; 
 
WHEREAS, Robert W. Denner has been a resident of Grosse Pointe Park for 39 years with his wife Nancy and raised his two 
sons who are now raising their children in Grosse Pointe Park, resulting in the fourth generation of Nancy’s family to live in 
Grosse Pointe Park who have all attended the Grosse Pointe Public Schools; 
 
WHEREAS, Robert W. Denner had a prestigious, successful career as a management and technology consultant with a global 
firm; 
 
WHEREAS, Robert W. Denner served as a Trustee of the Grosse Pointe Park Foundation from 1991 through 2020, including 
serving as President of the Foundation from  1991 through 2020; beautifying Grosse Pointe Park with the amenities including 
the Helm Boardwalk, the Hutton Ice Rink, the Baseball Dugouts, the Defer Playscape, the Jefferson Avenue Streetscape, the 
Okulski Theater, the Lavins activity Center, the Splash Pad, the Lindell Lodge, the Zero Depth Pool, the Pubbing/Chipping 
Green, the Patterson Park Gate, the Denner Fireplace, the Heenan Sculpture, the Kercheval Lighting, the Carol C. Schaap 
Theater, the Tompkins Center Upgrades, the Sails of Two Cities Sculpture, the Tompkins Center Atrium, and Atrium Gas Grill, 
and the Pickle ball Courts 
 
WHEREAS, Robert W. Denner served as a member of the Personnel Committee, the Ordinance Review Committee, the Public 
Service Committee, the Planning Commission, the Downtown Development Authority; and the Real Estate Committee; 
 
WHEREAS, Robert W. Denner worked with the Administration to successfully navigate the revenue challenges of the 2008 
recession while protection of real estate values and quality of life, especially in the TIFA District; 
 
WHEREAS, Robert W. Denner gained the trust of the voters for important City investments through the Public Safety millage 
and the Road millages which enabled the acquisition of a new fire engine and Grosse Pointe Park providing the nicest roads in 
our area; 
 
WHEREAS, Robert W. Denner made key appointments to boards and commissions to successfully transition them to represent 
a cross section of the City’s generations, profession and diverse residents; 
 
WHEREAS, Robert W. Denner supported the revitalization of Kercheval as well as improvements in the Charlevoix and Mack 
business districts, including establishing the Kercheval and Charlevoix social districts and improving the Mack streetscape; 
 
WHEREAS, Robert W. Denner was instrumental in assembling the land needed for redevelopment at Mack and Wayburn for 
what is becoming the new Public Works garage and also the land need for redevelopment at Jefferson and Wayburn for what 
will become the Paul A. and Carol C. Schaap Center for the Performing Arts and the Richard and Jane Manoogian Art Gallery; 
 
WHEREAS, Robert W. Denner achieved the overall result of a vibrant and successful community with outstanding amenities 
and quality of life, which has achieved outside recognition for Grosse Pointe Park in many rankings as one of the very best 
places to live in Wayne County, in the State and in the Country. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BT IT RESOLVED, that Robert W. Denner be recognized by Mayor Hodges and Members of Council for his 
outstanding service to the City of Grosse Pointe Park for his dedication as a respected Councilmember and Mayor for almost 
19 years of service to the City of Grosse Pointe Park. 
 
 
       ___________________ 
Dated: December 13, 2021    Michele Hodges, Mayor 



City of Grosse Pointe Park 
A RESOLUTION HONORING 

JAMES E. ROBSON 
 

WHEREAS, James E. Robson served on the Grosse Pointe Park City Council from 1985-1993 and re-
elected in 2001-2021, serving a total of 28 years on Council for the City of Grosse Pointe Park; 
 
WHEREAS, James E. Robson is being recognized for his leadership, vision, and dedication and 
commitment to Grosse Pointe Park that has contributed to the betterment of the lives of the residents 
of Grosse Pointe Park; 
 
WHEREAS, James E. Robson has been a longtime resident on Beaconsfield where he and Kathy, his wife 
have raised their two children; 
 
WHEREAS, James E. Robson had a highly regarded law enforcement professional career, having served 
in the Wayne County Sherriff’s department and on the Wayne County Airport Police where he retired as 
a Commander; 
 
WHEREAS, James E. Robson has been known as a champion of the Northwest Sector, also known as 
West Park.  He tirelessly addressed resident concerns from small matters to critical blight mitigation 
issues.  He was part of the establishment of the TIFA district to bring new revenue sources to his 
neighborhood; 
 
WHEREAS, James E. Robson was very supportive and always sought for crucial funding for the 
outstanding Public Safety Department and advocated for equipment upgrades and training; 
 
WHEREAS, James E. Robson served on the Planning Commission, TIFA Board, Recreation Commission, 
Ordinance Review Committee, Chair of the Public Safety Committee, and Chair of the Personnel 
Committee, and served as Mayor Pro-tem from 2019-2021.  He has worked with three Mayors and 
many Councilmembers, attending more than 350 meetings.  Jim was an important advisor to the three 
Mayors he worked with offering his knowledge and expertise from his institutional knowledge; 
 
WHEREAS, James E. Robson had achieved important milestones for the City with the establishment of 
the Downtown Development Authority, Tax Increment Finance Authority, the Grosse Pointe Park 
Foundation, the transition to a Public Safety Department, whereby separating the Police and Fire, the 
revitalization of the Northwest Sector, the re-development of Jefferson, and many more. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Mayor Hodges, and Members of Council recognize James E. 
Robson for his almost three decades of dedication and commitment as a well-respected Councilmember 
for the City of Grosse Pointe Park. 
 
 
        ____________________ 
Dated: December 13, 2021     Michele Hodges, Mayor 
 
 



City of Grosse Pointe Park 
A RESOLUTION HONORING 

LAURI A. READ 
 

WHEREAS, Lauri A. Read served on the City Council from 2017-2021, serving a total of 4 years. 
 
WHEREAS, Lauri A. Read is being recognized for her leadership, vision, and dedication and commitment 
to Grosse Pointe Park that has contributed to the betterment of the lives of the residents of Grosse 
Pointe Park; 
 
WHEREAS, Lauri A. Read has been a Grosse Pointe Park resident since 1990; 
 
WHEREAS, Lauri A. Read with her husband Donald raised three children; 
 
WHEREAS, Lauri A. Read served on the Beautification Commission, the Recreation Commission; the 
Communications Committee; the Ordinance Review Committee; the Diversity, Equity & Inclusion 
Committee; the Public Safety Committee; the Ad Hoc Public Schools Committee; the Southeast Michigan 
Council of Governments and volunteered her time with the Marina Subcommittee and the Grosse 
Pointe Public Schools Blue Ribbon Committee;  
 
WHEREAS, Lauri A. Read was the Grosse Pointe Park Liaison to Fox Creek Artscape, and was a speaker, 
“Peace in the Streets, “at the Birwood Wall, 2018; Grosse Pointe Artists Association Alter Crossing 
Advisory Committee; 
 
WHEREAS, Lauri A. Read was an advocate for the use of a professional Master Plan Consultant and voted 
with the Council to pursue a formal, professional Master Plan in January 2020, which is a recognized 
best practice in urban planning; 
 
WHEREAS, Lauri A. Read voted with council to move DPW to a brand new, state of the art facility on 
Mack Avenue; 
 
WHEREAS, Lauri A. Read drafted the resolution to the State House Committee on Commerce & Tourism 
to protect our local zoning from state preemption which would have allowed short-term rental as a 
permitted use of all residential property, which was unanimously adopted by City Council; 
 
WHEREAS, Lauri A. Read is most proud of her advocacy for residents of Grosse Pointe Park.  She was 
accessible and helpful throughout her service as a Member of the Grosse Pointe Park City Council; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Mayor Hodges and members of Council recognize Lauri A. Read  
for her service  as a  Councilmember for the City of Grosse Pointe Park. 
 
        ____________________________ 
Dated: December 13, 2021     Michele Hodges, Mayor 



City of Grosse Pointe Park 
A RESOLUTION HONORING 

AIMEE FLUITT 
 

WHEREAS, Aimee Fluitt served on the City Council from 2019-2021, serving a total of two years; 
 
WHEREAS, Aimee Fluitt is being recognized for her leadership, vision, dedication and commitment to 
Grosse Pointe Park that has contributed to the betterment of the lives of the residents of Grosse Pointe 
Park; 
 
WHEREAS, Aimee Fluitt has been a Grosse Pointe Park resident for seven years, and has raised her son 
with her husband, and their child attended the Grosse Pointe Public Schools; 
 
WHEREAS, Aimee Fluitt initiated the creation of the Human Rights Ordinance that guaranteed all 
individuals of Grosse Pointe Park be treated the same and the pride month proclamations in 2020 and 
2021; 
 
WHEREAS, during the pandemic, Aimee Fluitt coordinated initiatives with the Grosse Pointe Chamber of 
Commerce and Grosse Pointe library system; and asked landlords and the city to provide COVID relief 
and grant aid to businesses along with contributing to the Sustain Grosse Pointe Park initiative; 
 
WHEREAS, Aimee Fluitt served on the Communication Committee; was the Council representative for 
the Michigan Municipal League; served on the Public Service Works Committee; and the Chair of the 
Sustainability Committee; 
 
WHEREAS, Aimee Fluitt served on the Board of WEGP, and is a member of the League of Woman Voters 
and the Grosse Pointe Memorial Church; 
 
WHEREAS, Aimee Fluitt advocated for resident engagement in all areas including changes to meeting 
agendas that allowed resident voices to be heard; 
 
WHEREAS, Aimee Fluitt supported the new Master Plan process; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Mayor Hodges and members of Council recognize Aimee Fluitt 
for her service to the City of Grosse Pointe Park. 
 
 
       ___________________________ 
       Michele Hodges, Mayor 



City of Grosse Pointe Park  
A RESOLUTION HONORING  

DARCI MCCONNELL 
 

WHEREAS, Darci McConnell was appointed to the Grosse Pointe Park City Council by a unanimous vote 

of the sitting council members in November, 2020, to fill a vacancy; 

WHEREAS, Darci McConnell appointment made her the first African American to serve on the Grosse 

Pointe Park City Council; 

WHEREAS, Darci McConnell supported businesses and residents impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, 

she implemented a Food for the Holidays program and the Sustain GPP Initiative; 

WHEREAS, Darci McConnell helped the city speak with one voice against racism following the display of 

a symbol of hate; 

WHEREAS, Darci McConnell, when the June 25-26th storm event devastated our community, met with 

council colleagues, provided residents with useful updates, delivered claim forms and secured a visit by 

Congresswoman Brenda Lawrence; 

WHEREAS, Darci McConnell kept residents informed, she hosted virtual coffee hours; two tele-townhalls 

on the COVID-19 vaccine and another with FEMA and the state consumer protection agency; 

WHEREAS, Darci McConnell educated residents about city government, she advocated for videos of 

committee meetings added to the city’s website; 

WHEREAS, Darci McConnell advocated for a broader search process for the city’s public safety director, 

leading to one of the most diverse field of candidates in the Park’s history; 

WHEREAS, Dari McConnell successfully advocated that federal rescue fund dollars be used to help 

upgrade the city’s infrastructure and reimburse residents for storm mitigation remedies, such as, 

downspout disconnects; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that on this day, the Grosse Pointe Park City Council, Mayor and City 

Manager recognize and honor Darci McConnell for her dedication and full year of public service. 

 

Dated: December 13, 2021      
       Michele Hodges, Mayor  












































































































































































